380                     Portland Cement
Portland Cement is, so to speak, a hot-house plant that
would be irretrievably damaged by rough handling, it is
very certain that the greater part of the unsatisfactory work
which occasionally occurs, would be entirely avoided if the
properties of the material were more thoroughly recognised
and appreciated. Cases have occurred more than once, in
which the cement has been expected to behave in a manner
altogether contrary to the laws of nature, viz. to set as
quickly in cold weather as in warm, or vice versa, and when
these expectations have not been fulfilled, the reputation of
the material has suffered accordingly. The author trusts
that the more salient properties of Portland Cement, which
he has endeavoured to place before his readers in these
pages, will in time come to be generally known and widely
appreciated, for he feels convinced that when that period
arrives, failures in Portland Cement work will never be
heard of, and its value as a constructive material, therefore,
considerably enhanced.